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ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 10-14 ISO-00 AGR-20 AID-20 COME-00 

TRSE-00 SWF-02 OMB-01 STR-08 SP-03 CIAE-00 INR-11 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 DRC-01 /118W 

045325 

R271600ZSEP 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2717 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS PARIS 22895 

PASS AGRICULTURE 



GENEVA FOR GATT 



E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR/FR, EPAP 

SUBJECT: PARBOILED RICE RECLASSIFICATION 

REF: UNN FASTO CIRC DATED SEPTEMBER 23 

L. SUBJECT DISCUSSSED IN RICE CONSULTANT COMMITTEE OF 
SEPTEMBER 6 ON FRANCE-ITALY INITIATIVE. 

2. DEMAND FOR RECLASSIFICATION BASED ON (A) QUOTE TECH- 
NICAL EXPERT UNQUOTE POSITION THAT PARBOILING IS A FORM 
OF PROCESSING RICE INTO A DIFFERENT PRODUCT FROM THAT OF 
NATURAL STATE; (B) MILLED RICE HAS SOME PROTECTION 
(0.70UC/KG) THUS PARBOILING ANOTHER FORM OF PROCESSING 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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RICE SHOULD ALSO HAVE PROTECTION. 
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3. THE COMMISSION IS TO DISCUSS THE ERENCH-ITALIAN 
DEMAND WITH VARIOUS GOVERNMENT EXPERTS. 

4. RICE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE SCHEDULED TO MEET 
NOVEMBER 8 AT WHICH THE RECLASSIEICATION WILL BE REDIS- 
CUSSED AND A EINAL POSITION TAKEN. HOWEVER, IE THE 
PRODUCTION ESTIMATES ARE NOT AVAILABLE, THE MEETING WILL 
PROBABLY BE DELAYED. 

5. THE PROPOSED RECLASSIEICATION WOULD CHANGE PARBOILED 
RICE EROM ITEM 10:06 SUBJECT TO LEVY ONLY (CURRENTLY 
ZERO) TO ITEM 21.07 WITH 14.3 PERCENT TARIFE PLUS LEVY. 

6. THE ERENCH MILLING TRADE IN NORTHERN ERANCE OPPOSES 
THE PROPOSAL BUT SOUTHERN INTERESTS WITH PARBOILING 
VA EACILITIES ARE NEUTRAL OR SUPPORTERS. 

7. O.N.I.C. - ERENCH CEREALS BOARD, ACKNOWLEDGED RE- 
QUEST FOR RECLASSIFICATION BUT DECLINED EURTHER COMMENT. 
IRWIN 
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